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the sixteenth century; and he stated further that the new method
was being adopted by Japan, and, he might have added, in all places
where modern science is taught. In this connection, it is interesting
to note his observation that "it is not sufficient to consider the
evolution of a single nation, because that evolution may have been
handicapped, interrupted, or altogether halted by wars and other
calamities, or even it would seem by sheer intellectual exhaustion.
It is as if certain peoples, after having made a great intellectual
effort, were obliged to lie fallow for a while and thus recruit enough
strength to go further ahead" (Sarton, Introduction to the History
of Science, Vol. I, p. 30). Modem facts seem to justify the latter
view that some temporary and passing causes interrupted the flow
of scientific achievement in the East. The stream is flowing again;
the East is again making contributions to science. From a broader
point of view, such statements as the "Awakening of the East/'
the "Challenge of the East," the "Renaissance of the East," indicate
the same idea.

Is there a difference between the quality and quantity of contri-
butions made by the East and the West which will justify a dis-
tinction between the two ? A confident answer to this question is
possible only when the history of science is fully known, when a
work like Dr. Sarton's History of Science is completed. As it is, the
record of the contributions made by all peoples and in all ages is
not complete. Nor has all the extant information been collated and
made readily available. Such information as is readily available is
conditioned by an "almost exclusive devotion to Western thought"

That contributions to scientific knowledge have been uneven
may, however, be granted. But is there a correlation between the
unevenness and East and West? Ancient Greece made great contri-
butions, while modern Greece has very little to its credit The
Romans "brought about the fall of ancient science and silenced the
scientific spirit for centuries." Many centuries later the Renaissance
originated in Italy. Northern Europe was "barbarian" in the old
days. And in recent centuries it is, as it were, the centre of the
scientific world. All these are of the "West," and yet they exhibit
a very wide diffeiential in their scientific contribution, which may